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PLANE-MAKER LOOKS SOUTH 


Bell Aircraft Corp., of Niagra Falls, N. Y., is interested in 
acquiring the former Globe Aircraft Co. plant at Fort Worth, Tex. Bell 
expects to open the new unit ninety days after negotiations have been 
completed. The 70,000 sq. ft. of floor space will be used for install- 
ing twin jet engines in the nacelles of the Convair-36. Between 200 and 
500 will be employed. 





FARM PRICES RISE 


4%. While this represents a gain of 25% over a year ago, farm prices 
are still 7% below the January 1948 level. 


WHOLESALE PRICES UP 


Wholesale prices in the U. S. have now soared to a new high of 
117.9% of the 1926 average. The index has now reached a new high 9 weeks 
inarow. It is currently 24% above the level of 4 weeks ago and more 
than 13% above the week preceeding the flare-up of war in Korea. 


AUTOMOBILE PRICES 


It is possible that auto makers will be permitted to raise prices. 
This was indicated after a meeting at which 10 auto manufacturers pro- 
tested an Economic Stablization Agency order freezing their prices at 
December lst levels. A formula is in the works which might allow auto 
producers to boost prices in order to offset post-Korean cost 
increases. 


NEW ALUMINA PLANT SITE CONSIDERED 


for a new alumina plant. Mississippi congressmen have reported that 
the plant may be built on the coast under the government program to 
expand the production of aluminum. Bauxite from South America is now. 
being brought through the port of Gulfport, where it is stored. Offi- « 
cials say it is expected to continue to come in there and that it there- 
fore seems sensible to locate a plant near the supply. 
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ALUMINUM PRODUCTION 


Aluminum production will climb in 1951 to over 1,600,000,000 
pounds, within 10% of the peak year during World War II, according to 
R. S. Reynolds Jr., president of Reynolds Metals Co. Primary aluminum 
output has increased so sharply during recent years that the '51 pro- 
duction will be double that of 1946. Further expansion of capacity, 
already agreed upon, will enable the 3 producers to achieve a rate of 
2,200,000,000 pounds a year in 1952, a 50% jump over 1950. 














MISSISSIPP! BROWN ORE STUDIED 


The Interior Department believes that brown iron ores may be pro= 
duced profitably in Mississippi, and suggests further investigation. 
Interest in this ore recently has been revived by prospecting and prep- 
arations for mining near Kilmichael in Montgomery County. No accurate 
estimate of reserves can be made on the basis of present information. 














ALABAMA BOASTS 94 NEW PLANTS 


Alabama's industrial and agricultural growth during 1950 re- 
flects one of the greatest periods of development in the history of the 
state. Atotal of 94new industries came to Alabama last year. In addi- 
tion, it is interesting to note the expansion programs announced by 
industries already operating in the state. More than $129,000,000 has 
been added by the expansion of these industries. The 94 new plants have 
invested a total of more than $30,000,000 in Alabama's future. : 








ELECTRIC POWER CONSUMPTION : 


Consumers served by REA-Financed Power Systems used 25% more 
power in 1950 than in 1949 to add another record-breaking year to the 
constantly rising power use curve. The energy sold by REA borrowers 
jumped from 6,227,471,179 kilowatt hours in 1949 to 7,800,000,000 
kilowatt hours in 1950. The increase in 1950 over 1949 was substan- 
tially greater than the entire amounts of power distributed by REA 
borrowers in the first year of World War II, 


RECORD DEMAND FOR PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 





Records toppled in 1950 as domestic demand for petroleum products 
hit an all-time peak for the eighth consecutive year, and total demand 
(which includes petroleum exports) resumed its upward swing to hit a 
new high. Among the domestic records that went by the boards in the 
twelve month period ending Dec. 31, 1950, were those for well comple- 
tions, refinery capacity, runs to stills, and production of motor 
fuel, natural gas liquids and natural gas. World production of crude 
oil also established an all-time high. 
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GOVERNMENT TEXTILE WANTS 


3 


The armed services have advertised for bids on the following: 
Buckram Cloth—Navy wants 100,000 yards of cotton buckram-cloth, 
white, 36 inch width, for March-April delivery, at rate of one- 


third monthly. Invitation number is 8029 and bids will be opened 
Jan. 25rd. 


Ballon Cloth—Army wants 12,000,000 square yards of ballon cloth, 
cotton, fine, plain, 0. D.-3 WRP, 36 inch, of 3.9 ounce weight 
and/or the same amounts in 2.8 ounce and/or 3.6 ounce weights, for 
delivery from Jan. 3lst, Aug. 3lst. Invitation number is QM-30- 
280-511-1081 and bids will be opened Jan. 23rd. 


Silesia Cloth—aArmy wants {2,000,000 square yards of cotton 
silesia cloth, 51 ounce, 0. D.-3, 35, 35%, and 36 inch widths, 
for Jan. 3lst through April 30th delivery. Invitation number is 
QM-30-280-51-1080, and bids will be opened Jan. 22nd. 


Rayon Twill—Army wants 2,000,000 linear yards of 40 inch rayon 
twill, 4 ounce, QD-70, unshrunk, for delivery by Feb. 28-May 3l. 


Invitation number is QM-20-280-51-1079 and bids will be opened 
Jan. 22nd. 


Nurses Uniforms——Navy wants (1) 17,048 nurses uniforms, indoor 
duty, white, longsleeves and (2) 304 with short sleeves for deliv- 
ery 300 dozen weekly commencing within 10 days of date of contract. 
Invitation number is 8056 and bids will be opened Jan. 22nd. 


NEW CHEMICAL PLANT FOR LOUISIANA 


Bay Chemical Co., a subsidiary of Morton Salt Co., has awarded 
Rust Engineering Co., of Pittsburgh, Pa., a contract for construction 
of a $2 million multi-storied chemical plant at Weeks, La. 

The structure, which will be erected in early spring, will be used 


to house facilities for producing a catalyst necessary to the prepara- 
tion of high octane gasoline. 


N. C. FURNITURE MART 


More than 6,000 buyers from 25 states are expected for the winter 
exposition of the Southern Furniture Market to be held at High Point, 
N. C., from January 22 through February 3. The greatly enlarged expo- 
sition building will house 450 lines, and this showing is of national 


importance because some lines are shown here that are not exhibited at 
the Chicago and New York shows. 
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STEELMAKING CAPACITY 


The nation's steelmaking capacity as of January 1 was 104,229,650 
tons a year, anew high. This compares with 99,592,800 tons annually 
as of January 1, 1950, and represents a gain of 22,600,000 or almost 
28% since 1940. 





WESTERN MARYLAND: RAILWAY EXPANSION 


The Western Maryland Railway has announced plans for an extensive 
improvement program for its Port Covington facilities at Baltimore. 
The program calls for an expenditure of $12,000,000, and is probably 
the largest single port construction to be undertaken in the area in 
recent years. Ineluded in the pronject will be a new completely modern 
pier and the renovation and modernization of all other docks and facil- 
ities under the railroads ownership. 


READER WANTS 


If you can supply the following equipment, or know where our 
reader can obtain it, we would appreciate it if you would drop us a line 
to that effect. ; 

Steel Rails—wUsed carload, 40 to 100# per foot weight. 

Locomotive—5 ton, 36 inch gauge, gasoline driven, 4 speed geared 

transmission, operators cab, in good condition. 

Knitting Machines—Hand operated for home work in the country. 








